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The Ekklesia of Pericles, Nehemiah and Jesus Christ 
 
Bible teachers have re-discovered the Greek word "Ekklesia" as Church.  Their 
mistake is to think the New Testament church is our example of "Ekklesia".  We need 
to re=examine what Jesus was saying when He said "I will build my Ekklesia." 
 
There is an uncertainty within the Body of Christ, the Church as to where are we and 
where are we heading as a church.  This current year long lockdown of closed 
churches or greatly reduced social distancing or Zoom meetings has caused many to 
wonder what our local church looks like after we come out of this pandemic. 
 
There is a lot of speculation that perhaps it is time to return to what is considered the 
real expression of the church as presented in the New Testament.  The church in the 
home.  Small gatherings, simple meetings centred around relationships and personal 
discipleship.  
 
I wish to give you an alternate vision of the church.  Let me make this clear however.  
I believe that the bedrock or the key building block of every church congregation 
should be the home cell group.  There is place for corporate worship on a Sunday 
morning and there is place for the preaching of the Word of God to a large audience.  
We all enjoy that and all are blessed by that.  But there is also a critical need for 
people to relate to one another as Jesus did with a select group of 12 that He could 
spend quality time with to disciple them and build relationship.  That is where the 
"koinonia" concept of intimate fellowship can take place. 
 
Practically speaking wherever two or three are gathered in His name there is "church".  
So there are many ways that we an express church as it happens or as people live out 
their ministries and callings. 
 
However I am introducing to you a new expression of the real meaning of "Ekklesia".  
The original meaning.  You see when Jesus and Paul used the term "Ekklesia" instead 
of the more normal term for a religious gathering at that time which was "sunagago" 
or Synagogue, they were purposely using a new Greek concept of an entity that was in 
fact a City-State.  When Jesus declared "I will build my Church and the gates of hell 
will not prevail against it" there was a reason He used the word "ekklesia' to describe 
what the end result of His construction project will look like and what it's purpose on 
the earth would be. 
 
So the best way to see what Jesus and Paul had in mind for the "ekklesia" construction 
project is in fact not to look at the New Testament church, which in fact was a work in 
progress and not the final product, the best is to look at the original "ekklesia". 
 
 



Ok I know right now I am raising eyebrows and skepticism because the New 
Testament church has taken on mythical proportions of excellence in our preaching.  
The fact of the matter is that the leading Jerusalem church of James and the elders was 
so far off the gospel we know that we would not probably let them into our 
evangelical movement.  They had an "apartheid" policy of Jewish race superiority, 
you needed to be circumcised to be a member, you could not eat with Gentile 
believers because that would make you unclean and if like Paul you visited them 
contaminated with contact from Gentile believers you had to go to the Temple to offer 
a sacrifice for their idea of "sanctification".  Please folks let's get real! 
 
I am going to give you a description of the original Greek "ekklesia" from where the 
term originated, from where everyone in Jesus' day who understood local history and 
would immediately know what He was talking about when He said I will build my 
"ekklesia', where this idea came from. 
 
Here is the incredible hidden truth of the history of "ekklesia": 
 
There was only one time in history before Jesus and Paul talked about building an 
"ekklesia" when there was an "ekklesia"..  And there were only two places at the same 
time who were building Ekklesias.  Ezra and Nehemiah in Jerusalem and Pericles and 
the Golden Age of Athens, which is where the word and the concept came from. 
 
Historians will agree that what is commonly known as the "Golden Age of Athens" 
was the period of 480 BC to about 408 BC.  The person most responsible for this 
golden age was Pericles who built the great Temple mount of the Parthenon in Athens 
dedicated to the gods of Athens, specifically Athena. And from there flowed the 
political, economic and cultural reforms that created the concept of the "ekklesia" 
City-State of the famous Greek democracy. 
 
At the very time that Pericles was doing this in Athens, Ezra and Nehemiah were 
doing the exact same temple building, economic, religious, political and cultural 
reforms in the new rebuilt Jerusalem. 
 
In my previous blogs I gave you the process whereby the first settlers under 
Zerubbabel and Joshua the High priest left Babylon to return to a destroyed Jerusalem 
and had to start the process of rebuilding the people, the temple, the city and the 
culture of Israel to be a witness to the nations. 
 
Here below I am going to give you a quote on what Pericles and Athens were doing at 
the very same time.  What I want you to do is compare how similar is what Nehemiah 
and Ezra were doing to what Pericles and Athens were doing at the same time.  The 
finished product of what came to be known as the Athenian "ekklesia" was finally to 
be finished about 430 BC.  This was also the exact same time that Nehemiah finished 
his work in Jerusalem and went back to his post in the court of the Persian king. 
 

The Ekklesia of Athens (from Wikipedia) 

The sovereign people governed themselves, without intermediaries, deciding matters 
of state in the Assembly. Athenian citizens were free and only owed obedience to their 
laws and respect to their gods. They achieved equality of speech in the Assembly: the 



word of a poor person had the same worth as that of a rich person. The censorial 
classes did not disappear, but their power was more limited; they shared the fiscal 
and military offices but they did not have the power of distributing privileges.  

The principle of equality granted to all citizens had dangers since many citizens were 
incapable of exercising political rights due to their extreme poverty or ignorance. To 
avoid this, Athenian democracy applied itself to the task of helping the poorest in this 
manner:  

 Concession of salaries to public functionaries. 
 To seek and supply work to the poor. 
 To grant lands to dispossessed villagers. 
 Public assistance for war widows, invalids, orphans and indigents. 
 Other social help. 

Most importantly, and in order to emphasize the concept of equality and discourage 
corruption and patronage, practically all public offices that did not require a 
particular expertise were appointed by lot and not by election. Among those selected 
by lot to a political body, specific office was always rotated so that every single 
member served in all capacities in turn. This was meant to ensure that political 
functions were instituted in such a way as to run smoothly, regardless of each 
official's individual capacity.  

These measures appear to have been carried out in great measure since the testimony 
has come to us from, (among others, the Greek historian Thucydides (c. 460–400 BC), 
who comments: Everyone who is capable of serving the city meets no impediment, 
neither poverty, nor civic condition...  

Institutions 

The magistrates 

The magistrates were people who occupied a public post and formed the 
administration of the Athenian state. They were submitted to rigorous public control. 
The magistrates were chosen by lot, using fava beans. Black and white beans were put 
in a box and depending on which color the person drew out they obtained the post or 
not. This was a way of eliminating the personal influence of rich people and possible 
intrigues and use of favors. There were only two categories of posts not chosen by lot, 
but by election in the Popular Assembly. These were strategos, or general, and 
magistrate of finance. It was generally supposed that significant qualities were 
needed to exercise each of those two offices. A magistrate's post did not last more 
than a year, including that of the strategoi and in this sense the continued selection of 
Pericles year after year was an exception. At the end of every year, a magistrate 
would have to give an account of his administration and use of public finances.  

The most honored posts were the ancient archontes, or archons in English. In 
previous ages they had been the heads of the Athenian state, but in the Age of Pericles 
they lost their influence and power, although they still presided over tribunals.  



Every year the citizens elected ten "strategoi" (singular "strategos"), or generals, who 
served as both military officers and diplomats. It was through this position that 
Pericles shaped 5th-century BC Athens.  

There were also more than forty public administration officers and more than sixty to 
police the streets, the markets, to check weights and measures and to carry out arrests 
and executions.  

The Assembly of the People 

The Assembly (in Greek, ἐκκλησία, that is to say, an assembly by summons), was the 
first organ of the democracy. In theory it brought together in assembly all the citizens 
of Athens, however the maximum number which came to congregate is estimated at 
6,000 participants. The gathering place was a space on the hill called Pnyx, in front 
of the Acropolis. The sessions sometimes lasted from dawn to dusk. The ecclesia 
occurred forty times a year.  

The Assembly decided on laws and decrees which were proposed. Decisions relied on 
ancient laws that had long been in force. Bills were voted on in two stages: first the 
Assembly itself decided and afterwards the Council or βουλή gave definitive approval.  

What you see described here was a revolutionary form of government.  People, the 
common people would run their city according to laws that all agreed upon.  The 
entire city was separate from other nations or cities and the city dedicated itself to the 
upliftment of the poor, the inclusion of all people in the decision making of the 
government by the people for the people. 

Needless to say all this great vision of a new political and economic order of the 
Ekklesia concept of government only lasted about 60 years.  Greece soon reverted 
back to empire and pillage and looting with Athens and Sparta at war and endless 
strife leading to Alexander and empire. 

But this visionary concept of property ownership, people being ruled by the rule of 
law under their own judges, no king.....this all came out of the law of Moses.  This 
concept of government and economics and justice was brought down from Sinai given 
by the Lord to Moses for His people of Israel to be a light to the world. 

When Ezra and Nehemiah had to start again to rebuild the nation from scratch they 
first started with building the temple then consecrating and teaching the priesthood 
and then building the city and the walls and then eliminating all debt and then 
consecrating the people to be the priests of God to do His work in all they do. 

The Greeks also tried this in Athens.  They eventually failed.  The Jerusalem of Ezra 
and Nehemiah also failed eventually. 

For 400 years after Nehemiah finished his work there was no more prophets sent by 
God to Israel. Malachi was the last one sent shortly after Nehemiah went back to 
Persia because the people of Jerusalem started to lose the vision of the their calling 
and their responsibility to keep the temple and the city working with people 
participation. 



God did not speak to Israel again for 400 years because that Ekklesia project was His 
last command to them.  They failed to keep it going to be the light to the world of a 
new way of living under God's laws. 

That is why God sent His Son into the world.  He came to not only save but He came 
to start again the Israel Ekklesia as a light to the world to heal the nations. 

That is why He destroyed the temple and the city of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  He had to 
start with a new Covenant, a new Israel, a New Temple, a new Priesthood and a New 
Jerusalem. 

That is what the Ekklesia of God is all about.  Even if it takes the Lord 2000 years to 
get this Ekklesia built He is the master builder and He will get it done.   

I am introducing you to a new and larger platform that the Lord wants to work on.  
There are many expressions of the church in the world today and many ways to reach 
people and do the work of God. But God is also planning on doing a work so large 
and mighty that nations will be disicpled into His Kingdom.  The glory of the Lord 
will literally fill the earth. 

For a task so great a new and larger expression of the church is needed than our 
Sunday meeting or our home fellowship. 

The new concept is the City-Church.  The Ekklesia that Athens or Greece or Pericles 
could not get right, neither did the people of Jerusalem want to continue the great 
work and vision of Nehemiah and Ezra. 

The Vision of City Church Ekklesias in South Africa : 1,000,000 of 
God's People Connected and Networked 

If we are to heal this nation of South Africa and disciple the people into the Kingdom 
of God then my estimate is that we will need to start with at least 20 City-Church 
Ekklesias across our nation consisting of 100,000, 50,000 and 10,000 groupings from 
our largest to smaller cities.  We need 1 million of God's people networked and 
connected.  We have the technology to do this and we have the skills in the church to 
do this. 

Those who I call Melchizedek citizens of the Kingdom are what Revelation describes 
as "for He has made us kings and priests unto our God".  These are Spirit filled people 
of God with skills and giftings and ready to tackle Kingdom projects. I have some 
really exciting things I want to share with you on your calling as a Melchizedek 
priest/king which I will do in blogs to come. 

Remember several years ago when Oom Angus Buchan called for a million Christians 
to gather for prayer.....it happened!  There are plenty more now ready to gather.  Not 
for a prayer meeting but for work. 

My plan for our blog series is to see how we can materialize New Jerusalem's across 
our nation in cities as virtual platforms for us to operate on Kingdom principles in the 
midst of a failing nation to heal the land.   



What are the walls? What are the gates. What are the foundations?  How do we 
connect with each other? How do we set boundaries for who comes in and who does 
not?  How do we set help one another to get new Kingdom projects off the ground? 
How do we do Kingdom economics, new businesses, our own legal and justice 
system? How do we do the much needed church discipline of those who go astray and 
need to be corrected?   

This new expression of the church as an Ekklesia is going to be very important in the 
years ahead. We must do it!  There are incredible bad things on the way for the world 
system and the Southern Africa economy dependent on a world system that is failing.  
There are international war clouds on the horizon.  Our own government is hopelessly 
inadequate for the challenges ahead. 

But God has promised that there is coming a time when He is going to raise up a 
people who have His Spirit in abundance and His laws written in their heart and they 
will build the New Jerusalems all over the world that will be the light to the nations of 
the world to re-organize world affairs according to the laws of God. 

And that is where we are as a Church in God's prophetic timeline. 


